
 
Supplementary information – International Activity 

 
 
What are your international goals for this work? 
If you don’t have confirmed international plans for this particular work, do you have 
other work in your repertoire that you would include or highlight as part of the 
showcase? 
 
GOALS 
We want to tour Asia or Australia with our work. 
We also want to create contacts with other companies who do work for under fives.  
 
We were planning to attend the ASSITEJ conference in Tokyo in May 2020 with the Capital 
E contingent (care of CNZ) but of course this did not go ahead. Up and Away was shortlisted 
for a performance slot. 
 
Our Artistic Director Melanie Luckman was also planning to apply for the ASSITEJ directors 
conference in Germany 
 
All three of our existing works (Up and Away, Play Play and Me and My Nana) are suitable 
for international touring.  
They all have small casts (2 or 3) and minimal set. 
Up and Away is wordless except for one song in English, and Play Play is entirely wordless. 
Both have universal action that would be understood by children anywhere. 
 
Me and My Nana has minimal simple language and could be easily translated and adapted 
to incorporate grandparent-grandchild relationships of the host country. It uses existing 
popular songs sung in English from artists such as Split Enz, John Denver, and Cat Stevens. 
 
Do you have an international strategy or plan? 
Please attach this and let us know about any additional developments to your practice 
and strategy in response to the current COVID context. For example, how you are 
adapting your work for the online environment, if you have plans for 
filming/digitising/licencing your work, or for hybrid live/digital presentations and 
international collaborations etc. 
 
We are currently undergoing business strategy planning with Steph Walker (care of CNZ 
funding). Due to COVID 19, we shifted our focus from international touring to creating online 
content for parents of our audience (under fives).  
 
ONLINE RESOURCES 
As our audience is so young, it was against our ethos to film our shows to be viewed on 
screens. However we instead made a number of videos for parents to encourage creativity 
and play at home (https://cubbin.co.nz/resources/) using our shows as touch points.  
 
MUSIC 
We have also released two EPs of music from both Up and Away and Play Play and we 
have plans to create more original music. (Cubbin member Amy Straker is doing a 
post-graduate certificate in Music Play Therapy in 2021). 
We have also recorded Quiet Time with Cubbin. This first iteration is a selection of 
out-of-copyright poems by A A Milne for children to listen to. We hope to do more in this 
series with NZ writers.  
 
What international relationships do you have?   

https://cubbin.co.nz/resources/


Tell us about your international network including presenters, partners, 
collaborators or where you have an existing presence internationally. 
 
We have had excellent discussions with international presenters at the two previous PANNZ 
conferences, particularly with Australia and Asia who both expressed strong interest 
including Katherine Connor from PAC Australia, Guy Boyce from Perth and presenters from 
Singapore. 
Our producer Hannah Wheeler worked for LATT in South Korea and has contacts there. 
 
 


